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accustomed in particular to pass from one subject
to another with a rapidity which was almost
breathless. The book began somewhat after this
fashion : ' In the month of Sha'ban, God looked
with extraordinary clemency upon the world ; the
crops stood high in the fields, and plenty was
showered upon his fortunate people by the hand
of Allah. I mounted my horse and proceeded to
the review. . . .*
At last the day of parting came ; with much
regret I told the Sheikh I was about to leave
Persia. * Ah, well/ he replied, * I'm very glad
you are going. Healthy people should not stay
here ; it's not the place for healthy people/ We
fell to making many plans for a meeting in'Eng-
land, a country he had often expressed a desire to
visit, I as often assuring him that an enthusiastic
reception should be his. I fear these also will
never be brought to fulfilment, but if he should
ever come, it would be interesting to find what
peculiarities in us and in our ways would attract
the notice of his bright, observant eyes. I con-
fess it would give me no small pleasure to meet him
walking along Piccadilly in his white turban and
flowing robes, and to hear once more the familiar
salutation : c The health of your Excellency is
good ? Thanks be to God ! '